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TULIP MANIA COMES 

TO WEST CHESTER 
 

IT’S TIME TO PLANT TULIP BULBS! 
 

Tulips are a spring-blooming, perennial 
flower grown from a bulb. Flowers may 

have a single row of petals, or may be 
double. Flower colors include white, cream, 

yellow, peach or salmon, shades of pink, 
lavender, purple, red or bi-colored. The 

bulbs are planted in the fall for bloom the 

next spring.  
There are over 150 species of tulips with over 3,000 different 

varieties. And it’s not too late to get some bulbs in the ground for 
our spring flower show. Lots of bulb suppliers are having sales now; 

but remember Brent and Becky’s gives our club a bonus if you order 
through them. Go to www.bloominbucks.com and select West 

Chester Garden Club then shop. 

 
 
Division Dilemma 
 

In the 1800’s, tulips were divided into 4 classes: Bizzares (yellow 
ground), Byblemens (white ground, purple streaks), Roses (white 

ground, red streaks), and Selfs (one color, no marks).  A departure 
from the past, this year’s flower show horticulture classes follow the 

standard fifteen Divisions for tulips based on flower morphology and 

http://www.bloominbucks.com/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Tulip_-_floriade_canberra.jpg
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A Few Other 

Entries… 

 

 

plant size. Another beauty of using Brent and Becky’s is that their 

catalogue is by Division. The Divisions are as follows: 
 

Div. 1: Single early – with cup-shaped single flowers, no larger 
than 8 cm across (3 inches). They bloom early to mid-season. 

Growing 15 to 45 cm tall. 
 

Div. 2: Double early – with fully double flowers, bowl shaped to 8 
cm across. Plants typically grow from 30–40 cm tall. 

 
Div. 3: Triumph – single, cup shaped flowers up to 6 cm wide. 

Plants grow 35–60 cm tall and bloom mid to late season. 
 

Div. 4: Darwin hybrid – single flowers are ovoid in shape and up to 

8 cm wide. Plants grow 50–70 cm tall and bloom mid to late 
season. This group should not be confused with older Darwin tulips, 

which belong in the Single Late Group below. 
 

Div. 5: Single late – cup or goblet-shaded flowers up to 8 cm wide, 
some plants produce multi-flowering stems. Plants grow 45–75 cm 

tall and bloom late season. 
 

Div. 6: Lily-flowered – the flowers possess a distinct narrow 'waist' 
with pointed and reflexed petals. Previously included with the old 

Darwins, only becoming a group in their own right in 1958. 
 

Div. 7: Fringed (Crispa) 
 

Div. 8: Viridiflora 

 
Div. 9: Rembrandt 

 
Div. 10: Parrot 

 
Div. 11: Double late – Large, heavy blooms. They range from 18 to 

22 inches tall. 
 

Div. 12: Kaufmanniana – Waterlily tulip. Medium-large creamy 
yellow flowers marked red on the outside and yellow at the center. 

Stems 6 in. tall. 
 

Div. 13: Fosteriana (Emperor) 
 

Div. 14: Greigii – Scarlet flowers 6 in. across, on 10 in. stems. 

Foliage mottled with brown 
 

Div. 15: Miscellaneous Species (Botanical) 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/WestChesterGardenClub
https://www.facebook.com/WestChesterGardenClub
https://www.facebook.com/WestChesterGardenClub


 

 

 

 

 

 

Tulips may also be classified by their flowering season so you may 

want to consider the date of the show when picking your award 
winning bulb. 

 
Early flowering: Single Early Tulips, Double Early Tulips, Greigii 

Tulips, Kaufmanniana Tulips, Fosteriana Tulips, Species Tulips 
 

Mid-season flowering: Darwin Hybrid Tulips, Triumph Tulips, 
Parrot Tulips 

 
Late season flowering: Single Late Tulips, Double Late Tulips, 

Viridiflora Tulips, Lily-flowering Tulips, Fringed Tulips, Rembrandt 
Tulips 

 

PLANTING TIPS 
 

Here are a few simple tips and guidelines to get good results: 
http://www.americanmeadows.com/tulips-come-back 

- Choose tulips that are marked good for "naturalizing" or 
"perennializing." 

 
- Generally species or botanical tulips and their hybridized strains 

are a good bet. These are cultivated bulbs that have not been 
extensively cross-bred and thus are very close to the bulb as found 

in nature. 
 

-Though cross-breeding or hybridizing sometimes diminishes a 
tulip's ability to "perennialize," other times it enhances this ability. 

Among hybrids that perennialize best are all the Darwin Hybrids in 
red, rose, orange, yellow and two-tone colors. Emperor tulips and 

some Triumph Tulips also perennialize well. All "species" tulips, the 
wild ones, are totally perennial, as are many of the "minor" bulbs 

including crocus. 

 
- Plant bulbs in a well-drained area. This is always good advice for 

planting bulbs, and is essential for naturalizing or perennializing. 
Wet soil promotes fungus and disease and can even rot bulbs. 

Adding organic matter such as compost to help facilitate drainage. 
 

- Plant tulip bulbs deep -- about eight inches deep, measuring from 
the base of the bulb. Note: If you add mulch to the surface after 

planting, include its depth as a part of your overall planting depth. 
(For instance, 5 inches deep in soil plus 3 inches of mulch = 8 

inches deep.) 
 

- Water bulbs after planting. Though standing water is not good for 
bulbs, sufficient water is necessary to get them growing. Water is 

especially important right after planting to ensure that the plants 

develop a strong root system before going into winter dormancy. 

http://www.americanmeadows.com/tulips-come-back


 

-In the spring, after the blossoms have passed their peak, clip off 
the flower heads (not stem and leaves) and allow the green foliage 

to die back. This technique lets the plant put all its energy into 
building a strong bulb for next season. 

 
- Fertilize in fall and spring. For those who treat tulips as annuals - 

as many gardeners do with great success and satisfaction - no 
fertilizer is necessary. Healthy Dutch bulbs (which are not seeds, 

but living plants), have more than enough food stored up to ensure 
a vigorous bloom the first season. But if a come-back performance 

is desired, low nitrogen fertilizer such as well-rotted cow manure, or 
special bulb fertilizer is recommended at fall planting time and each 

fall thereafter. If you did not fertilize in fall, in spring, as the shoots 

first appear, you can add a high nitrogen, fast-release fertilizer can 
help promote future performance. 

 

 
TIPS FOR THE SPRING SHOW 
 

 
 

While the vase shown here on the left was the way tulips were 
displayed for judging in the early 19th century because the curved 

shape perfectly highlighted the natural beauty of the flower, we will 

be using green bottles and plastic wrap at the neck to secure the 
flower in a “perky” position.  

 
I found that if I used about a 3 inch strip of “non-stick Glad wrap” 

and folded it in half, then half again, and wound it around the 
flower base cutting off any excess based on the neck size of my 

bottle that I achieved a very nice neat tidy spiral of wrap that was 
easy to adjust and remove after the show to use again if I want. 

  
- When cutting tulips, you will want them to last as long as possible 

in the bottle so cut them before they're fully opened. Cut as close 
as possible to the ground. 

 
- Wrap the stems in wet newspaper; any time out of water will 

cause the tulips to age faster. 



 

- Condition in a bucket of clean fresh water (use the newspaper to 
keep the stems straight) by cutting 1⁄4 inch (0.6 cm) from the base 

of the stems at an angle as this will help them readily soak up 
water 

 
-Make sure your bottles are clean and bleached. Not rinsing bleach 

out of bottles and vases is recommended as the bleach residue 
continues to fight bacterial growth.  

 
- Remove leaves from the base of the stems and secure with plastic 

wrap. 
 

-Fill the bottle with cold water and flower food to keep the stems 

fresh and crisp. Keep the bottle filled with fresh water as tulips 
drink up a lot of water.  

 
-Store in a cold place away from the sun until the show. If you 

don't have enough room in your fridge, you can just take the vase 
to the coolest part of your house or outside if temperatures are 

safe. 
 

- If the tulip starts to droop, take a pin and prick a small hole in the 
stem just below the flower. 

 
- Remember, tulips grow after being cut and can start bending from 

the weight of the flower and become droopy. So it's good to cut 
them again with a sharp knife every couple of days to keep them 

the right height. Flowers grow from the top, not from the stem, so 

you may have to remove more leaves so their stems won't be 
underwater. 

 
- Tulips are also phototropic, bending towards the light, so rotate 

your bottle appropriately but be sure it faces the judges come event 
time. 

 
 

THE PERFECT TULIP 
 
I will leave it to an historic horticulturist to best describe the perfect 

tulip flower. Here is a transcription that might help you decide what 
flower to cut for the show— 

 
 The Florists’ Tulip. By James W. Bentley, Hon. Secretary to 

the Royal National Tulip Society. Journal of Horticulture and 
cottage gardener. November 1, 1894. Volume 29, page 400. 

Chapter II—Properties of the Tulip 
 

 The tulip flower must have neither more not less than six 



petals, three outer and three inner, placed alternately, and close to 

each other; they should be all alike in height, size, and shape, and 
be broadly rounded on the top. The petals must be stout in 

substance, and wide enough to allow of the flower expanding freely 
without showing any gaps or openings between them. These 

openings constitute a deadly fault known as quartering, and make 
the flower possessing it worthless. The expanded flower should 

resemble, in its general outline, a circular cup, or the half of a 
hollow ball. This resemblance to a cup has caused florists to talk of 

the cup when discussing the form of the flower. A “short cup” is 
most esteemed as approaching in shape to the half of a hollow ball, 

while a “long cup” is looked on with disfavor. … The beauty of the 
tulip is quite as much in the inside as the outside of the flower, at it 

is evident that no other shape than half a hollow ball is so well 

adapted for fully displaying it.  
 

 The petals are united to the stem immediately below the 
pericarpium, which should be of such as size as to display itself 

prominently when the inside of the flower is looked into. 
Surrounding the pericarpium (seed vessel), at equal distances from 

each other, are six stamens, each of which is surmounted by an 
anther, which should be comparatively large in size and black in 

colour.  
 

 The bottom of the inside of the flower is called the base, and 
the colour of the base determines the ground colour of the flower. 

This base should extend from the ovary about one-fourth up the 
length of the petals, and should be in colour either pure white or 

pure yellow without any stain or taint of any other colour whatever; 

the stamens also must be of the same pure colour as the base, 
without stain or tinge of any other colour.  

 
 A tulip with base and stamens of pure white or pure yellow is 

said to be pure, and one in which either base or stamens display 
any spot to tinge of another colour is said to be stained, and is 

considered quite valueless. This quality of purity is a most 
important one…It is not necessary here to say anything about the 

other portions of the plant, except that the stem should be long 
enough to lift the flower well above the foliage, and stout enough to 

support it erect.  
 

 … I have said before that the beauty of the tulip lies as much 
in the inside as on the outside of the flower and it is important that 

both ground color and markings should be equally bright and 

intense on the outside as the inside of the petal. Many varieties fail 
in this respect; the outside, particularly among bizarres, being 

generally rather duller in marking and ground than the inside.  
 



   
 
 

 

IT’S UP TO THE JUDGE 
 
 Judging is somewhat subjective and 
I have been unable to find any solid 

written rules specific to tulips. Rather 
practices are “taught” and passed down. 

The early tulips are judged by form and 
color and general effectiveness. The late 

tulips are judged by their form and the 
symmetry and purity of their markings. 

“Breaking” is the term used to describe 

color markings such as variegation, 
stripes, and lines also known as flames 

and feathers.   
 

 

These thoughts from a historic text might help you distinguish an 
award winner… “The feathering around the petals should not 

‘skip’—that is break off at any point before it naturally ceases at the 
base, nor the flame be thin, undecided, scratchy, or insufficient to 

strike the feather. The base of the flower must be pure white in a 
rose or byblemen, and yellow in the case of a bizzare, and the 

stamens surmounted by the black anthers be pure also. The 
property of purity is a very important one, and it has been gained 

after very many years of careful work with seedlings. Purity gives a 
life and vivacity to the bloom. A perfect flower has six petals with 

an anther to each; flowers have been seen with only four petals, 

and some with as many as eight. The petals are required to be 
broad smooth on the edge, as level as possible on the top, and of 

fine polished surface and substance, and so bending upwards from 
the base as to first form a good shoulder. These are but a few of 

the leading points considered in judging tulips.  
 

Judging criteria may also consider: 
 

Cultural Perfection: Vigorous, healthy appearance including 
foliage, flowers or fruit, and form characteristic of a well-grown 

plant; there should be no indication of pests or disease. 
 

Distinctiveness: Meritorious in aesthetic appeal; noteworthy in 
size and relationship to container.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tulip-inside-yellow.jpg
http://flickriver.com/photos/eagle1effi/sets/72157623871922993/
http://www.backyardnature.net/fl_tulip.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Orange_flame_tulip.jpg


 

Bloom: Quality and quantity of bloom, including freshness and 
substance; mass effect if appropriate to the class. 

 
Maturity: Size of plant and foliage characteristic of a mature 

specimen. 
 

Difficulty: Challenging to grow (and bring to bloom, if applicable to 
the class); requiring specialized growing conditions, skill, and care. 

 
Rarity: Seldom grown and exhibited by amateur horticultural 

enthusiasts. 
 

And lastly I found one point system for grading a perfect tulip 

flower based upon a 24 point scale. 
 

Properties Add Points Defect  Deduct  points 

Form  6 Bad form 6 

Clean 

stamens 

6 Stained stamens 6 

Clean bottom 6 Narrow petals 6 

Clean 

marking 

6 Long cup 6 

  Cloudy bottom 6 

Total 24   

 
Here’s hoping we have a profusion of tulips for our Spring show. 

And to get you in the mood don’t forget this years’ Philadelphia 
Flower show’s theme is HOLAND—I am sure there will be tulips 

there! 

 
The purpose of the West Chester Garden Club, Inc. is to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening and artistic 

interpretation through design or photography. To share the advantages of association by means of educational 

meetings, conferences, correspondence and publications, and to restore, improve and protect the quality of the 

environment through educational programs and action in the fields of conservation and civic improvement. 

 


