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TIPS FOR NOVICE DAFFODIL 

EXHIBITORS 

Now is the time ladies. Get out and 

watch your garden. Look for daffodils 

that have buds just showing color and 

get ready to pick them next week for 

the show on April 19th. Even if you 

have never exhibited, grab a green 

bottle and bring at least one daffodil 

for show. Below are some tips to help 

the process go smoothly.  

 
Step 1. Clean and sterilize a few plastic collecting buckets. Don’t 

use metal. 

 

Step 2. Collect some rain water or get some deionized/purified 

water at the supermarket and put into the bottom of the bucket. If 

your tap water is known to not effect daffodils go for it.  

 

Step 3. In the evening, take your bucket to the garden and pick 

DO NOT CUT flowers in bud with color. Reach way down to the 

bottom of the stem, hold firmly, and pull straight up. Picking at 

sundown is when the plant’s food reserves are at their maximum 

after a full day of photosynthesis and the plant will lose less 

moisture at night fall since the stomata close at dark. 

 

* You can pick up to 7 to 10 days early. Put the blooms in tepid 

water not touching each other. Put in a dark cool space (garage). 

Write the name of the cultivar in ballpoint pen on the stem or on a 

label on a string (like a price tag). Bring indoors to open. Fix any 
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green discoloration by putting in hotter water for a few hours. 

Step 4. Fill your green bottle with water, place your bloom in the 

neck and secure in position with a bit of saran wrap jammed around 

the stem and neck of bottle. Do not include leaves. Do not remove 

the spathe (large, brown, wilted sheathing bract enclosing the 

flower cluster). 

 

Step 5. Clean off any dirt or pollen with a Q-tip. 

 

Step 6. Clock the bloom. You want the face of the daffodil facing 

the judge with the top petal pointing to 12 o’clock. Gently massage 

and rotate/twist the ovary (the back of the stem) to get the petal to 

move into position.  

 

Step 7. Fill out the entry card with the division and name of your 

cultivar if known. The daffodil site is a great place to help identify 

daffodils http://www.thedaffodilsite.co.uk/.  Pack your bottle(s) securely 

and when you arrive place at the “Passing Table” at the front of the 

show.  

 

Step 8. Celebrate your effort and enjoy the flowers of your 

“competition”. 

 

JUDGING DAFFODILS 

 

Daffodils are judged on a variety of elements. 

  

 Symmetry of petals. There 

should be 6. 

 Symmetry of corona. See 

diagram. 

 Petals being uniformly spreading 

or slightly reflexed 

 Having good poise, axis of 

corona at right angles to the 

stem 

 Freshness, showing no signs of 

aging 

 Having an elegant shape and 

proportion for the cultivar 
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One judging system uses points as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Element 

 

 

Points 

Condition  20 

Form  20 

Substance 

and texture 

 15 

Color  15 

Pose  10 

Stem  10 

Size  10 

Total 100 

 
For single blooms the daffodil society uses: 

 
Form and 

poise 

3 

 

Condition 2 

Color 2 
Size for 

cultivar 

2 

Stem 1 

Total  10 

 
RESOURCES 
http://thedaffodilsociety.com/wordpress/judging-of-exhibition-blooms/ 

http://thedaffodilsociety.com/wordpress/a-guide-to-dafodils/classification-

system/ 

http://dafftube.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/10/Exhibiting_And_Judging_Historic_Daffodils.pdf 

http://www.thedaffodilsite.co.uk/ 

https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:news/get?id=549 

http://extension.missouri.edu/publications/DisplayPrinterFriendlyPub.aspx?P=g66

10 

https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:news/get?id=549 
 

The purpose of the West Chester Garden Club, Inc. is to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening and artistic 

interpretation through design or photography. To share the advantages of association by means of educational 

meetings, conferences, correspondence and publications, and to restore, improve and protect the quality of the 

environment through educational programs and action in the fields of conservation and civic improvement. 
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