
 
 

West Chester Garden Club  
Monthly Meeting 

May 16, 2017 
 

The meeting today was held at the Uptown Entertainment Alliance, formerly known as The Armory on North High 
Street in West Chester. Gail Warner-Lidondici was the hostess.  
 
Ginny Levy, our President opened the meeting with an update on Hope Wood. She read a note from Hope telling 
us that she is out of her cast and sling and is in Physical Therapy and doing better. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Lynd Meyer had no Treasurer’s Report but will have one at the June Meeting. 
 
Ginny reported for the Founder’s Fund and announced that the winner for 2017 was the Bee Healthy Garden at 
Greater Milwaukee’s Camp Whitcomb Mason. This was the choice of the West Chester Garden Club when we 
voted and we were happy to hear the results! This Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee camp will make good 
use of the $30, 000. that they received. The other two projects: Project Dogwood: Staunton’s Tradition Reborn and 
Moon Terrace Learning Laboratory at the Santa Fe Botanical Garden will each receive $10, 000. Clubs are being 
asked to really think about projects in our area that could possibly be Founder’s Fund candidates. 
 
Gail Warner-Lidondici did not have anything for Horticulture.  
 
Nancy Richards reported for Membership. Laurie Myer became an active member on May 1st, 2017 and Alice 
Waegel also became an active member at the end of April. 
“How lucky we are to have such wonderful active members!” she said.  The club now has the following: 
28 – Active members 
2 – Honorary members 
4 – Associate members 
4 – Provisional members 
Provisional Members included Eva Kaufmann, Isabel Shedd, Nancy VanOrmon and Ann Williams.   
 
“On a sad note, I must report that Barbara Rinehart has taken a leave of absence due to personal reasons.” Nancy 
also reported. 
 
Nancy McAdams reported that she will be scheduling a work day for the Oakland’s Cemetery. She will also be 
scheduling a meeting for the Archive’s Committee.  
 
Paula Coyne Plant Sale: Nancy McAdams commented on the wonderful quality of the plants from members’ 
gardens and the organization for the first day of the sale. Unfortunately we were hit by rain and this dampened 
sales somewhat. Members did their best to increase sales by purchasing plants. Lisa Krall bailed us out by bringing 
a tent so folks could get out of the rain. We will be holding our second sale on Thursday the 18

th
 at East Goshen 

Park. Mary thanked everyone for being so supportive and helpful 
 
Josie Parman spoke for the BRAC Committee.  She is requesting ongoing help with the weeds. Please come out 
when you have the opportunity. Josie has gotten some more asclepias that she is hoping to grow in front of the 
barn. 
 
Conservation Committee: Margie Howe had nothing to report. 
 
Annual Meeting: Gail reported that it was a great meeting despite the weather. It was held in the city of Baltimore 
this year. The show’s committee did a fabulous job.  



 
 

The Flower Show was very well done. Ginny was a judge for Horticulture at the show. She put in long hours into 
the early evening. It was after six when I caught up with her, after trying to check into the wrong hotel.  
 
We thought the speakers this year were exceptional. The Welcome Speaker was William C. Baker who is the 
president and CEO of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. We first heard from keynote speaker Adam Gross. He is 
using his experience in planning and architectural design to create the master plan for Inner Harbor 2.o. The idea is 
to include increased green spaces to link neighborhoods, and address conservation and sustainability issues of the 
water and land. The second keynote speaker was Paul Alan Cox, PhD, and he is the director of the Institute for 
Ethnomedicine where the focus is on researching neurodegenerative illnesses with the goal of discovering new 
therapies for ALS, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s Disease.  
 
We also visited the Baltimore Country Club for dinner one night. One of the first 100 clubs established in the US it 
was founded in 1898. The Roland Park Clubhouse was a lovely setting to meet and greet other attendees.  
 
Ginny and Gail visited two lovely private gardens in the Worthington Valley outside of the city. Gail will try to have 
a short slideshow for the next meeting to share some of the lovely sights we saw. 
 
The 2017 Medalists were especially inspiring this year and two of them were from our own Zone V. Jane Godshalk 
received the Katherine Thomas Cary Medal for outstanding achievement in the field of floral design education. 
Anyone who has taken floral design classes at Longwood will recognize Jane.  The Four Counties Garden Club 
proposed Jane for this honor. .  
 
The other was Amy Freitag who received the Achievement Medal in recognition of her outstanding work in 
landscape conservation design, civic improvement, and historic preservation. She has been involved in the 
renovation of Union Square and Washington Square parks and worked on the creation of the Highline and 
Brooklyn Bridge parks.   The Weeders Garden Club proposed Amy for this honor. 
 
Sandy Young was not able to be here for the meeting so Ginny gave her update about the Visiting Garden Day 
planned for May 23rd starting at 10 AM. We will be visiting the gardens of Nancy McAdams, Arlene Seeger, Nancy 
Richards, Nancy VanOrman, and Mary Letzkus. Mary is preparing to serve a garden tea to all who attend. We are 
all looking forward to this event and are thankful to Sandy for putting this together as chair of the Visiting Garden 
Committee. 
 
Magnolia Tribute Garden Tea and rededication:  Gail, Ginny and Helen Wagner attended this event. The PCGCA 
has contributed over $23, 000 to the project to maintain it and recently funded the replacement of the irrigation 
system and the planting of new and replacement plants and 1800 daffodil bulbs. Marilyn Sprague and Wyn 
Coughlin have been the liaisons to the Magnolia Tribute Garden and they arranged this event. Present in addition 
to members of various clubs were De de Petri, incoming GCA President, Park Superintendent Cynthia MacLeod, 
Anne Sims, great niece of the original founders of the garden and Amanda John, PA and DE Program Manager for 
the National Park Conservation Association. Following the dedication Jean Quinn and Jorie Nailor and Susan Bloom 
coordinated a lovely tea for all who were in attendance. Helen was the photographer for the event at the request 
of Susie Leonard, PCGCA Chair. 
 



 
 

 
Ellen Goodwin, Cynthia McLeod, Anne Sims, Dede Petri, Susie Leonard, Lloyd Brown, and Amanda John 

  
Members of WCGC, Huntingdon Valley GC and Rep               Marilyn and Wyn 
from the Powell House. 
 
Laurie Meyer, Chair of the 1704 House garden revival reported that we had a productive meeting of those who are 
interested. The light requirements of the garden have changed significantly and we will need to focus on using 
shade tolerant plants. We would like to look into medicinal plants and to that end we also want to make a trip to 
the Bartram and Barnes medicinal gardens. Our role will be to come up with the design and plant the garden. We 
will not be providing ongoing maintenance.  
Nancy VanOrman and Helen Wagner did handouts on how to access Amazon Smile which were distributed to 
members. You must sign on to Amazon Smile at smile.amazon.com.  You will see a drop-down box under the 



 
 

search box. You can click on the drop-down box and designate West Chester Garden Club as your charity. The 
amounts are small but they will add up, so if you are an Amazon customer please  
 
Unfinished business 
Helen said that she would be sending two files to Alice to send out to members from Kathy Shay from the Annual 
Meeting and a show in Portland. The judges included comments on all photos whether they placed or not and this 
can be extremely helpful to exhibitors in the photography shows as this will help us to improve.  
 
Ginny thanked Lisa Krall for bringing the tent and the pizza for members to share on the miserable rainy day of the 
plant sale. This triggered a hearty round of applause from the members. 
 
Ginny also announced that Heidi Militana just became one of the main floral designers at Winterthur. This news 
was also met with a round of applause. 
 
New Business 
 
Troy Patterson is requesting that folks who received awards last year at our club’s Annual Meeting please return 
them to her prior to our next meeting. Please polish them. 
 
Also we will be sending out a spread - sheet to all members to have people sign up for the committees that they 
want to be on. We will be starting out with a clean slate so please make sure you get your name in for the 
committees you want to work on. 
 
Troy Patterson also said she will need anything that will be going into the Program by no later than 7/1/17. 
 
Lisa Krall reminded us all that the Chester County Hospital Cleanup is June 6th. 
 
Show and Tell 
 
Ginny Levy shared two magazines that she recommends: The Flower Arranger and Flower magazine – 
House/Garden/Lifestyle. 
 
Nancy Richards Shared a thank you note from one of the Flower Show Judges, Kathy Phillips. She also shared some 
information about a talk she heard about the evils of Oasis and the trend towards using twigs balls, chicken wire, 
vine ribbon and decorative wire in arrangements. Oasis is not biodegradable. 
 
This concluded the meeting and the motion to adjourn was made and seconded. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gail Warner-Lidondici 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


