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Our April Meeting was held at the Chester County Hospital following our very 
successful 2017 Spring Flower Show. I think all will agree, that this was one of our 
best shows. While there was much angst due to the capricious weather we needed 
two tables just for our daffodils! Nancy Richards was our hostess. Sue Armstrong 
shared a poem that any gardener can appreciate: 
 

To My Garden Hose 
Joan Norton 

Betty’s Bay, Australia 
 

I wish I loved you, Garden Hose! 
You are an asset, I suppose; 

My garden would most surely fail, 
Were water carried by a pail. 

But oh! How you can make me curse, 
Fret and fume, and write in verse! 

 
Each time you cross a garden bed, 

A favorite blossom you behead. 
Pulling you around from place to place, 
There’s not a thing you won’t embrace: 

Bump of brick and spike of log, 
Leg of bench and bowl of dog. 

And if no obstacles exist, 
You knot yourself with kink and twist. 

I give a flick to set you free- 
You hook up on the nearest tree! 

 
Across my garden path at night, 

You trip me up with great delight. 
And every single chance you get, 
You do your best to male me wet. 

With jet and dribble, leak and squirt, 
You soak my shoes and spray my skirt. 

Your sprinkler sticks – I set it free- 
At once you shoot all over me! 

 
Oh garden serpent, I believe 

The ancient enemy of Eve 
Exists between us, as of yore: 
We’ll live in hate forevermore. 

 
Oh how I bless the rainy day  

When I can coil you away! 

 



 
 

 
 
Eight members of our club were able to attend the recent Moss Madness workshop 
at Mount Cuba taught by our own Alice Waegel and Marcie Weigelt. Despite the 
terrible weather we all enjoyed this very much!  
 
Ginny Levy discussed our participation in the Amazon Smile program, another 
means of our club getting a financial benefit from member’s spending. A tutorial is 
being planned for our next meeting.  
 

Flower Show Results 
 

Sandy Young presented for Design. She thanked everyone who entered and said that 
the judges were impressed by both our Design and Horticulture entries. She 
thanked new members for all their participation and Heidi Militana and Eva 
Kaufmann for clerking.   
 
West Chester Garden Club 
Spring Flower Show 2017 
Design 
 
Class I : “Sidewalk Art”: Interpretive design of an abstract painting on a pedestal 
1st place: Heidi Militana and Gail Warner-Lidondici 
2nd place: Barb Rinehart 
3rd place: Laurie Meyer 
 
Class II: “City Slick”: Challenge class in a medium niche 
1st place: Heidi Militana 
2nd place: Barb Rinehart 
3rd place: Eva Kaufmann 
 
Class III: “Trending Now”: Fresh arrangement in a small niche 
1st place and Best in Show: Barb Rinehart 
2nd place: Gail Warner-Lidondici 
3rd place: Alice Waegel 
 
Gail Warner-Lidondici presented for Horticulture. 
 
Class I Daffodils 
 
Division 1  Trumpet 
1 – Gail Warner-Lidondici 
2 – Eva Kaufmann 
3 – Barb Rinehart 



 
Division 2  Large Cup 
1 – Gail Warner-Lidondici 
2 - Sue Armstrong 
HM Barb Rinehart 
HM Eva Kaufmann 
 
Division 3  Small Cup 
1 – Ginny Levy 
2 – Gail Warner-Lidondici - Merlin 
3 – Gail Warner-Lidondici - Green Eyed Lady 
HM – Eva Kaufmann 
HM – Barb Rinehart 
 
Division 4  Double 
1 – Ginny Levy 
2- Gail Warner-Lidondici 
3- Josie Parman 
HM Barb Rinehart 
Gail  Warner-Lidondici- entry 
Gail Warner-Lidondici - entry 
Sue Armstrong -entry 
Gail Warner-Lidondici - entry 
 
Div 5  Triandras 
1- Alice Waegel 
2- Barb Rinehart 
3- Sue Armstrong 
HM Sandy Young 
HM Ginny Levy 
Josie Parman - entry 
Sue Parman - entry 
Troy Patterson - entry 
Eva Kaufmann- entry 
Arlene Seeger  - entry 
 
Div 6  Cyclamineus 
2- Gail Warner-Lidondici 
HM Ginny Levy 
HM Barb Rinehart 
 
Div 7  Jonquilla 
1- Alice Waegel 
2- Barb Rinehart 
 
Division 8  Tazetta 



1 Gail Warner-Lidondici 
3 Barb Rinehart 
 
Division 9 Poeticus 
1- Alice Waegel 
2- Barb Rinehart 
3- Gail Warner-Lidondici 
HM Ginny Levy 
 
Division 11 Split Corona 
1- Gail Warner-Lidondici (Electrus) 
2- Gail Warner-Lidondici (Curly Lace) 
 
Division 12 Other Daffodils 
1- Sandy Young 
 
Division 13 Daffodils distinguished by botanical name only 
1- Barb Rinehart 
 
Class I B Collection 3-5 Daffodils 
1- Ginny Levy 
2- Eva Kaufmann 
3- Josie Parman 
HM Barb Rinehart 
 
Class II Tulips 
Division1  Single Early 
1- Heidi Militana 
2- Joanna Church 
3- Josie Parman 
HM Sue Armstrong 
HM Barb Rinehart 
 
Division 2 Double Early 
1- Barb Rinehart 
2- Gail Warner-Lidondici 
HM Josie Parman 
 
Division 5 Single Late 
1- Ginny Levy 
 
Class III Hellebores 
1- Barb Rinehart 
2- Troy Patterson 
3- Arlene Seeger 
 



Class IV  Any other spring bulb 
1- Troy Patterson 
2- Joanna Church 
3- Barb Rinehart 
Lori Brecht - entry 
Josie  Parman- entry 
Heidi Militana - entry 
Lori Brecht - entry 
 
Class V Best Bloom From Your Garden  (A. Bleeding Hearts) 
1- Alice Waegel 
2- Heidi Militana 
3- Eva Kaufmann 
HM Laurie Meyer  
HM Joanna Church 
 
Class V Best Bloom From Your Garden (B. Other best blooms) 
1- Ginny Levy 
2- Barb Rinehart 
3- Joanna Church 
Josie Parman - entry 
Troy Patterson - entry 
 
Class V Best Bloom From Your Garden  (A. Biennial) 
1- Barb Rinehart 
 
Class VI Flowering Branch - Cercis 
1-Margie Howe 
2- Alice Waegel 
3- Ginny Levy 
HM Josie Parman 
HM Heidi Militana 
HM Joanna Church 
 
Class VI Flowering Branch - Whites 
1- Ginny Levy 
HM Sue Armstrong 
HM Ginny Levy 
 
Class VI Flowering Branch 
1- Sandy Young 
2- Sue Armstrong 
3- Sue Armstrong  
Barb Rinehart - entry 
 
Class VIII Floral Bounty 



1- Barb Rinehart and Best of Show 
2- Ginny Levy 
 
Class VIII New Foliage 
1- Barb Rinehart 
2- Alice Waegel 
 
Class IX Propagation (A. Seed) 
1 - Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 
Class IX Propagation (B. From Cuttings) 
Division 2 Herbaceous 
1- Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 
Class IX  (B From Cuttings) 
Division 2 Woody 
1- Sue Armstrong 
2- Sue Armstrong 
3- Barb Rinehart 
 
Margie Howe interjected that she judged at a show the previous day for a club that is 
significantly larger than ours and they had ten daffodil entries and two tulip entries. 
She congratulated our club for putting on such a wonderful show.  
 
Gail recalled coming upon three men at one of our tables of branches busily 
discussing the entries. It was so refreshing to see them so engaged.  
 
Josie was very impressed with the staging of the design exhibits as well as all the 
hort exhibits lining the halls. She was “overwhelmed by the bounty of Chester 
County”.  Gail complemented the new members as well for being such a huge help. 
Sue suggested, after having a discussion with a woman who stopped to ask about 
our propagation methods, if we couldn’t have a display for our 2018 Spring Show 
for the public. This was duly noted and Gail will put it together for the club. 
 
Heidi Militana and Eva Kaufmann both put together a list of suggestions from the 
judges regarding design. I have combined them. 
 West Chester Garden Club 
Spring Flower Show 2107 
Suggestions and Comments 
The following are suggestions and comments made by the judges of the design 
entries. Judges were very impressed with the quality of design work from the club 
and felt it was well worth their trip to judge the show. 
 

1. All of the entries to this flower show were exceptionally well-done. They felt 
the novice participants did a great job and should be encouraged to continue 
participating.  As such, we might consider having a novice category and a 



Best-In-Show ribbon for novice participants.  Members with more experience 
might consider teaming-up with novice members to further mentorship. 

  
2. The judges strongly encouraged the use of a “Statement of intent” with each entry. 
     This would help judges better understand the thinking/design process of the 
    participants.  GCA has rules for “statement of intent” cards, which is on a specific   
    size, unlined index card  with an allowed certain number of words. Guidelines for   
    these statements can be found on the GCA website 
 
3. Pedestal entries are easier to do than niches, and serve as a good first step for 
     novices. Niches require the additional components of size limitations and 
    appearance of the background. 
 
4.  For niches- When adding a background (mat board, etc.), edges of the niche  
     should not be showing and there should be no gaps between the background and  
     the niche.  Also, any edges of mat board facing the judges should not show the  
      white of the mat board.  Those white edges could be masked with marker of the    
      same color, or black. 
 
5. When using items for a challenge class, avoid the two-dimensional objects (such  
     as color chips).  Also, try to use the given items in the actual floral part of the  
    design, rather than on the niche walls or table. 
 
6. Designers should be aware that flower arrangements could be viewed from three    
     sides. 
 
7. Avoid the use of glass vases. If you have no other vase to use, spray paint the 
     glass vase. 
 
8. After putting an arrangement in place, turn it slightly in one direction and then   
     the other to compare its appearance. Sometimes a slight change in angle can  
     improve the look of the piece. 
 
9. When using tubes or any other kinds of support for flowers, make sure they are 
      not visible. 
 
10. When in doubt, simplify the arrangement. 
 
11. The design and composition of the arrangement are more important than its 
       adherence to the given theme. 
 
12. Encourage, Encourage, Encourage the novice members. 
 
 
 



  
  
 . 
  
  
 
  
  
 Nancy VanOrman and Ann Williams also shared the Hort judges comments. 
 
The daffodil judging began with several comments about how much better some of 
the shorter entries would be if they were “lifted”.  After judging a few entries, the 
judges asked Ann and Nancy to lift the shortest Daffodils in their containers as high 
as possible and then began judging from the beginning again.   This resulted in a 
change of the awards for those entries that had just been judged. 
 
Several times they asked the clerks to turn an entry that often had an impact on the 
judging result. 
 
As the judges ranked each group, they tried to be consistent in the value of any given 
level of award.  This resulted in not all levels (1st, 2nd, 3rd) being given even if there 
were enough entries to do so. 
 

Repeated comments from judges highlighted: 
Freshness is paramount, any browning was noticed and an immediate negative. 
Occasionally the judges commented about trimming off the brown if it could be done 
without negatively impacting the entry. 
Petal quality was noted as important 
Pose very important. 
Tears were observed negatively 
Interesting containers were admired but didn't seem to effect ranking unless it was 
part of a design such as Floral Bounty. 
Artistry and flow were noted in several Classes. 
 
Recommendations from judges: 
Have entrants lift their single stem entries as high as possible, without being an 
awkwardly long stem.  It would be good for Passers to help with this too. 
Put up do not touch signs.  Won't alleviate the problem of passerbys touching 
entries the entries completely but may help. 
Have the Horticulture Chair review book “Tips for Exhibiting in Flower Shows” 
and/or encourage members to get a copy. 
 
As the judges looked at the Split Corona entries there were comments about how 
some individual entries could have been improved by manipulating the the petals 
forward, especially the small petals. 



 
In the daffodil collections having a diagram was essential to being a top 
award.  Drawn was appreciated, but a photo diagram was also fine.  Having each 
bloom be distinctive and separate from the others was important, while keeping 
them together in a cohesive grouping was ideal. 
 
Tulips entries should have two leaves.  Because that had not been emphasized to 
entrants ahead of time the judges overlooked that as part of their judging criteria. 
 
Double early tulips - being open is important. 
 
The judges appreciated that we had made sub-groups within a class, such as 
bleeding hearts within Best Bloom From Your Garden, and Cercis within Flowering 
Branches. They further divided the remaining flowering branches to be “whites” and 
others. 

 
It was surprising that the judges seemed unfamiliar with mertensia virginica. 
 
Thank you Eva, Heidi, Ann and Nancy! These comments will be most helpful to all of 
us. Eva did mention that she would like to have more guidance for the novices and 
thanked Sue, Sandy, Gail, and Margie for their help. The PCGCA has a “Tips for 
Exhibiting in Flower Shows”  that could be helpful. Also, it would be worthwhile to 
hold another workshop for novices.  
 
Nancy Richards commented that two of the judges had driven all the way from 
Baltimore.   
 
Helen Wagner then presented the results of the Photography Show that was held 
on Monday at the East Goshen Township Building. She thanked Troy for clerking 
and Nancy Richardson for managing the judges.  The Weeders had their show in the 
morning and they had 37 entries. To preface the results Helen told us that our show 
got a Judges Commendation for Overall Excellance for the show.  
 
 
 
West Chester Garden Club Spring 2017 Flower Show "Urban Vibe" 

Photography 
 
 
Class I "City Parks" 
 1st Alice Waegel 
 2nd Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 3rd Eva Kaufmann 
 HM Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 



 
Class II "Amazing Architecture" 
 1st Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 2nd Gail Warner-Lidondici 
 3rd Helen Wagner 
 
 
Class III "The Burbs in Spring" 
 1st Alice Waegel 
 2nd Helen Wagner 
 
Alice won BEST IN SHOW 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Gail reported that eight members went to the Moss Madness Workshop that was a 
Horticulture activity.  Thanks to Dr. Alice! There will be another workshop offered 
next year. We loved the bowls that we used for containers that Barbara helped to 
make. 
 
Barbara Rinehart had nothing to report for the Communications committee. Ginny is 
urging members to start to submit things for publication to the Bulletin which helps 
us to get recognition in the GCA ranks. We are a small club but we have lots to offer.  
 
Projects and Planning – Nancy McAdams  had nothing to report. 
 
Oaklands Cemetary – Nancy McAdams had nothing to report 
 
Nancy did report at Ginny’s request, on Hope’s mishap. She broke her right arm near 
the elbow. We all send our best wishes to Hope for a swift recovery. 
 
Sue Armstrong reported on Sally Sharples who has been in the hospital with 
pneumonia. Sue sent a card on behalf of the club.  
 
There was a discussion about the trip to Shenk’s Ferry. Only two people have 
responded and the notice will be resent. 
 
Margie Howe had nothing to report for Conservation. 
 
Joanna Church and Sue Armstrong: Our next meeting will be at the Uptown 
Entertainment Alliance in West Chester. Gail asked that people bring a bag lunch 
and she will provide desserts and drinks.  
 
Uptown Entertainment Alliance: Ginny reported that the alliance is still doing some 
fund raising and there needs to be some additional work on the front of the building. 



We feel that we will not be able to move ahead until fall. Angela Scully has been very 
supportive.  Heidi, Ginny, and Gail recently redid the planters for Spring. 
 
Ginny asked Ann Hemphill to share a story about her Great grandfather, Robert T. 
Cornwell was in Libby Prison, in Richmond, VA for three years during the Civil War 
and he was the first board member of the Chester County Hospital. Her father was 
on the board at CCH and President of the board. Her brother was also on the board.  
She was invited to the party at Longwood Gardens celebrating the 125th Anniversary 
of CCH. There is a wonderful portrait of Ann’s Great grandfather in the boardroom 
at the hospital. We love stories of the history of the club and our members. 
 

                                
 
The Paula Coyne Plant Sale is fast approaching. Ginny still has bags of potting soil 
available in her garage. She also brought some 4” pots that she can give out today. 
She also has plants available at her house. The first potting meeting is tomorrow at 4 
PM.  Josie might need to do her potting at her house to save time and energy. 
 
Visiting Gardens: Sandy reported that our tour of several members gardens will be 
on Tuesday May 23rd at ten o’clock. More details will be given out at the next 
meeting.  
 
Sue Armstrong reported for the PCGCA Projects. They recently gave away $32,000.  
of the Fertilizer Fund money to 16 different projects. The grant committee reviews 
all the project requests and there is an oversight chairman who also visits the 
projects to make sure that they do what they say they will. There is also a Peg Dilkes 
Award that is given out. This year the Neighborhood Garden Trust was given this 
$1000. award.  
 



Laurie Meyer reported for the newly formed 1704 House Committee. There will be a 
meeting at Laurie’s house on May 9th to get started, She has been in touch with 
Giulietta Fiore who is thrilled very pleased that we are moving forward with the 
project.  
 
Josie Parman reminded us of the workday at the BRC this Friday, April 21st and if we 
have rain a decision will be made on whether to postpone.  
 
Gail reported that we had a group do a clean-up at the garden and that we hope to 
get some mulch put down as well. Thanks to Ginny, Sue, Nancy and Gail for all the 
hard work.  The garden is looking wonderful.  
 
Ginny is requesting a scarf - tying lesson from Joanna and Nancy. We will all bring 
our scarves to the next meeting.  
 
Show and tell:  
 
Joanna shared an article from Fine Gardening: The Best New Plants for 2017 which 
included the Trillium oostingii, also known as Wateree River Toadshade. 
 

” 
This plants is about as uncommonly cool as it gets”. 
 
Barbara Rinehart – a bouquet of all the purple flowers from her garden that she 
gifted to Gail. 
Sue Armstrong: The newsletter from Groff’s which is written by Chris Berry the 
owner. Ginny mentioned that she teaches a class at Longwood and that she might be 
a good speaker for our club. 
 
Josie Parman went to Rohr’s and shared a pamphlet on companion Plants that Repel 
Unwanted Pests.  
 
Gail shared a daffodil called Prosecco which just happens to be her favorite drink!  
 
Finally Ginny suggested that we do a plant challenge again, this time with tulips. 



 
Motion to adjourn was raised and seconded. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Gail Warner-Lidondici 
Recording Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


